THE AFFORDABLE FOOTWEAR COALITION

October 23, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Harry Reid
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

The Honorable John A. Boehner The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Republican Leader Republican Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leaders Reid, McConnell and Boehner:

Recently, in the midst of economic turmoil, Congress worked together to pass legislation
that would unfreeze credit and reintroduce liquidity to the market. As leaders in the retail
industry, we applaud Congress’s efforts to quickly address a growing financial crisis. Amid the
concerns of major financial institutions failing, it is important to remember the millions of hard
working families across the country that have been hit hardest by a souring economy and merit
direct relief. Toward that end, we urge our leaders in Congress to pass the Affordable Footwear
Act (H.R. 3934/S. 2372), which would offer timely relief to consumers on the cost of a basic
necessity — all children’s footwear and other moderately priced shoes.

Fortunately, this bipartisan legislation, sponsored by over one-third of the House of
Representatives and fourteen Senators, is something that Congress can move on quickly when it
returns to Washington, DC after the elections.

The Affordable Footwear Act would eliminate the highest and most regressive tariffs on
footwear no longer manufactured in the United States. The legislation is supported by retailers
and domestic footwear manufacturers alike. Most importantly, the Affordable Footwear Act
would eliminate duties that no longer serve any purpose except to raise the cost of shoes to hard
working consumers. These tariffs go back to the Smoot-Hawley laws passed in the 1930s and
have not been changed since — even though the footwear in the bill has not been manufactured in
the United States for decades.

Understandably, amid the urgency to pass the recovery bill, popular and important
legislation like the Affordable Footwear Act was put aside. However, Congress can still act this
year, as it now seems likely it will return this session to consider another stimulus measure to
help jumpstart the economy. The Affordable Footwear Act is the perfect opportunity to provide
a tangible tax cut that would immediately stimulate the economy and provide a benefit to Main
Street Americans. We urge the inclusion of Affordable Footwear Act in appropriate legislation
that passes during the lame duck session to assist struggling Americans.



Thank you for your consideration.
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